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PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read John 20:19-23 slowly, multiple times in multiple translations. Record your insights and 
answers to the following questions. 

• Why were the disciples locked away in fear? Do you think their fear was justified? How did 

this fear impact their response to the news of Jesus’ resurrection as told to them by others?    

• Describe your biggest fear as it relates to your Christian walk. Can you take to mitigate this 
fear? Why or why not? 

• Why did Jesus say, “Peace be with you” when He entered the room in v. 19? Why did He 
repeat it in v. 22?  

• What did God send Jesus to do? What did Jesus send the disciples to do? What is the 

connection and how does it impact all believers?  

• What do you know about the Holy Spirit and His role in salvation and sanctification (making 

us more like Jesus)?  

• Why did Jesus give the disciples the Holy Spirit in v. 22 after He commissioned them in v.21? 
What is the Holy Spirit’s role in evangelism? 

• Think of a time you relied on the Holy Spirit for help. What were the circumstances? How did 
He help? Did the outcome help you seek His help more often and more consistently? Why or 
why not? 

GO DEEPER Pray for the Holy Spirit to take you deeper into the lesson. 

Compare Matthew 28:16-20 with this week’s passage. What are some the similarities? What are 
some differences? How do these passages work together to enrich your understanding of the 
mission of the Church and the role you play in carrying it out? 

Put what you learned about your role in Jesus’ mission into practice. Pray about one person you 
know personally who needs to hear the gospel. Ask God to help you recognize and take 
advantage of an opportunity. Ask God to prepare the person’s heart to hear the gospel, repent, 
and believe. 


